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Edward Leonard as Partner in Orange County, CA from Poliquin & DeGrave, LLP.

Tyson & Mendes LLP expanded its litigation capabilities in Orange County with the addition of Edward
Leonard as a partner.

Leonard, who has 42 years of experience, joined the firm from Poliquin & DeGrave LLP, where he practiced
for eight months. He spent most of his career at Harrington, Foxx, Dubrow & Canter, where he was managing
partner.

“Mark Poliquin and Doug DeGrave are wonderful friends and | went to work with them for a short period of
time, but frankly, I decided that I wanted to take the opportunity and go to work for Tyson & Mendes to
expand my practice a little bit more;' Leonard said of his decision to move.

The size of the firm and the large and complex cases it handles were also attractions, he said.

Leonard specializes in general liability defense with a focus on trucking and big rig litigation involving major
accidents and injury.

In addition to his trial practice, which he said has included trying 95 civil cases to verdict, he is a member of
the Trucking Industry Defense Association, the American Board of Trial Advocates and the Orange County
Bar Association. He is on the board of ABOTA's Orange County Chapter and was president in 2011. He also
was a member of the trucking defense group's board for eight years.

‘ve been around for a while and at this point in time, you start thinking about spreading some knowledge to
some of the younger lawyers and so | hope to do some of that by helping the younger lawyers with issues and
how to look at cases and talk to them about being persuasive and what you need to do as a lawyer;" Leonard
explained. "As lawyers all we sell is our time, our good name and our ability to persuade, so it's important that
I get that across to young lawyers, whether they're working for Tyson & Mendes, or whether they're co-
counsel or someone who's opposing counsel. It doesn't matter. Its still the same thing. We have to pass this
on to the next generatio:
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